
 

 

Convention 2018 
 
“Grace Above All” is the theme of the 27th Biennial MN South District Convention – 
June 29-30, 2018 at the Verizon Center, Mankato, MN. The theme is based on the 
Bible verse “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was 
not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:10a). 
 
After requests for a shorter convention, it will be shortened to Friday through Satur-
day. The business and decisions of the LWML Minnesota South District must be con-
ducted at the convention. This includes setting the 2018 – 2020 Mission Goal, choos-
ing the Mission Grants that we will fund, updating Bylaws, and electing the officers 
that will serve from 2018 – 2022. 
 
Christian Life Bible studies will be in the early morning on Friday and Saturday, with 
the third Bible study Saturday afternoon as part of the convention program. The 
Communion Service will be Friday evening. Rev. Robert Mundahl, LWML National 
Senior Counselor, will be Proclaimer. Bible study leader will be Rev. Dr. Gary Zieroth, 
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions, Fort Wayne Seminary. Mission 
Speakers are Rev. Ben Griffin, Executive Director of LINC Twin Cities, and Rev. 
Ryan McDermott, Area Facilitator for Deaf Ministry - West and Central Africa. 
 
Pre-Convention Events: The Mite Mission Walk, a Servant Event, and a First-Timers 
Event will be held on Thursday evening. During the convention, a silent auction of 
Gift Baskets will be held, and proceeds will be given to mites. Capping off the con-
vention will be dedication of the “Gifts from the Heart” and installation of officers on 
Saturday afternoon. 
 
Changing the convention is challenging. Some things had to be eliminated. Our hope 
is that this convention honors God, and inspires all who attend to: 

 “Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Psalm 100:2). 
 

Margaret Hesemann, LWML District President 2014 - 2018  
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Name of Grant 
Beginning  
Balance 

Previously 
Paid 

Paid This 
Quarter 

Paid to  
Date 

Unpaid  
Balance 

The Dwelling Place, General Operating  
Support 

$10,000.00 $4,000.00 $6,000.00 $10,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Tuition Assistance for Students Seeking a Lu-
theran High School Education 

$60,000.00 $28,500.00 $4,149.00 $32,649.00 $27,351.00 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Mission Central Current Missionary Need $10,000.00 $7,250.00 $2,750.00 $10,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Minnesota South District Student Aid Scholar-
ships for full-time professional church workers 

$40,000.00 $24,289.00 $0,.00 $24,289.00 $15,711.00 

Concordia Theological Seminary Food  
Co-op, Fort Wayne, IN 

$10,000.00 $6,875.00 $3,125.00 $10,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Trinity/HOPE $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00   $5,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Camp Omega Rooted*Celebrating*Growing 
Capital Campaign 

$20,000.00 12,596.00 $7404.00 $20,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries (LSEM) $7,500.00 $7,500.00 $0.00 $7,500.00 PAID IN FULL 

Soldiers of the Cross $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Catechisms for Sudan & MN Sudanese  
   Immigrants 

$8,000.00 $8,000.00 $0.00 $8,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane, 
South Africa 

$15,000.00 $7,500.00 $7,400.00 $15,000.00 PAID IN FULL 

Pastoral Training for Alaskan Native (Partial) $3,250.00 $2,809.00 $441.00 $3,250.00 PAID IN FULL 

Total Mission Grants Projects $198,750.00 $124,319.00 $31,369.00 $155,688.00 $43,062.00 

National LWML $66,250.00 $38,997.63 $10,456.39 $49,454.02 $16,795.98 

Total Mites $265,000.00 $148,002.44 $41,825.39 $189827.83 $59.857.98 



 

 

 

“When you give to the needy…when you pray…when you fast...”   
Matthew 6:2,5,16 

 

For Jesus, it’s not a matter of if but when.  He’s teaching His 
disciples, and that includes you and me.  He doesn’t teach us 
“if you chose to give to the needy… if you choose to pray…if 
you choose to fast.”  He assumes that we as His disciples will 
be doing these things.  His concern is that when we do these 
things – give, pray, fast – we do them for the right reason.   
 
Almsgiving, prayer, and fasting are three Christian disciplines 
that have been closely associated with Lent for a long time.  
Unfortunately, when we hear the word “discipline” we usually 
think of “punishment” rather than “training in righteous-
ness.” (I Timothy 3:16) But giving to the poor, praying, and 
fasting are not given to us by God as punishment.  If they are 
used rightly, they lead us from the world to the Word of God 
and from the Word of God back into the world.  Ultimately, 
they lead us to our Father in heaven through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  How so? 
 

Almsgiving is the Christian’s weapon against worldliness.  In order to have something to give 
to the poor we must be wise stewards of the money and possessions God has given us.  We 
must not cling to them as though they were god.  The call to almsgiving is a call to repent-
ance and faith – to store up for yourselves treasures in heaven rather than here on earth, to 
give as God has so generously given to you, to trust in Him above all things. 
 
Prayer is the Christian’s weapon against the devil.  To pray as Jesus taught us to pray is to 
realize that our real enemy is spiritual forces of evil. To pray is to realize that our help is in 
the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  To pray is to call upon God in the day of 
trouble.  To pray is to intercede for our neighbors in their need.  To pray is to believe that 
God is our Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence 
we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear Father.  
 
Fasting is the Christian’s weapon against the sinful nature.  It reminds us that “man does not 
live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  It teaches us to 
crucify the desires of the flesh, to honor God with our bodies and to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. It teaches us that the sufferings of this present world are not worth comparing to 
the glory that will be revealed in us. 
 
“When you give…when you pray…when you fast…” These practices are not an end in them-
selves.  Neither are they designed to earn us the praise of other people.  Because they lead us 
to God’s Word and proceed from God’s Word, they are means to a greater end:  growth in 
faith toward God; growth in love for one another.  They do not earn us righteousness before 
God.  They are the blessed result of the righteousness God gives through His Son Jesus 
Christ.  God bless your Lenten discipline for Jesus’ sake.  
                  -Pastor Wessel 
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Christian Life Moments 
Friday and Saturday, June 29 & 30, 2018 7:15–8:00 a.m.  

and Saturday, June 30, as part of the afternoon Convention session.  
 

Theme: “Grace-Full Living”  
Bible Verse: “From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.” John 1:16  

 
Our MNS District Pastoral Counselors – Rev. Loel Wessel, Rev. Larry Griffin,  

and Rev. Eric Nelson will be presenting our Bible studies.  
Topics:  

 Word of Grace – God’s Gifts in Preaching and Absolution 
 Water of Grace – God’s Gifts in Holy Baptism 
 Table of Grace – God’s Gifts in the Lord’s Supper 
 

 Goal: Women growing in faith, through the Word are equipped to carry out the mission of our Lord 
in their families, congregations and communities.  

 

Christian Life Bible Study Moments will provide Grace-Full and inspirational learning.  Learn the 
Means of Grace - Grace is all about gifts.  God's gifts to us in Jesus Christ.  Gifts we receive as un-

worthy sinners who are made righteous by the blood of Jesus Christ.  Gifts we receive by faith, 
which itself is the gift of God by His Holy Spirit. 

 

Debi Mahoney, Vice President of Christian Life  

Your Mighty Mites At Work 
Deb Vinkemeier, Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
 

Seven new families have found safety, shelter and the love of Christ at The Dwelling Place 
this fall. Other families that had been staying and learning about Jesus found strength, heal-
ing and courage at “The Dwelling Place” to move to Homes of their own. It has given “The 
Dwelling Place” joy to see God’s hands at work in these families giving them restoration and 
hope. A new duplex is under renovation which will provide a safe place and healing for 14 
women and children in 2018. 

 

 

Concordia Academy, one of the four Lutheran High Schools receiving Tuition Assistance, is 
thankful that MN South LWML makes it possible for children to attend.  Those who receive 
assistance include children of recent immigrants.  It also includes children from domestically 
abused and abandoned mothers as well as children from horrifying neighborhoods of Minne-
apolis who have parents out of work. These four schools, Concordia Academy, Mayer Luther-
an High School, Hope Lutheran High School and Martin Lutheran High School are truly out-

posts of light, hope, and life in an increasingly dark world. Students have found that God changes lives attending 
a Lutheran High School. 
 

 

Trinity Hope and First Lutheran of Les Cayes, the school LWML MN South sponsors in Hatti 
are thankful for our support in feeding the children both physically and spiritually.  Trinity 
HOPE this past year has added two new Haitian Feeding directors to their staff and started 
new feeding programs in seven additional schools. They will now be serving over 4,250,000 
meals each year to 119 Christian schools throughout Haiti.  

 

Gracious God, in this season of Epiphany, Your great desire is that your Good News be proclaimed to the far 

corners of this world.  Bless all the congregations of our District, that they would be like cities of light, set on a 

hill, and hard to ignore.  Send forth your Spirit in a strong way, that your Name would be kept holy and Your 

Kingdom would come among us.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 



 

 

 
 
Speaking at Meetings - is it Discussion or Chatter? 
During your LWML meeting does it seem like everyone just wants to visit or is there 
an open and fair discussion of issues and plans?  As LWML members we need to be 
respectful of our leader and fellow LWML members.  
 

The proper procedure is to make a motion. This is followed by a second to the motion. After the second to 
the motion is made, the leader would ask for discussion.  The leader then acknowledges a member.  Just 
that acknowledged person should present her opinion.  When done, the leader then acknowledges the 
next member.  Members need to be brief and keep comments to the motion on the table.  
 

There should be no talking on the side or about other subjects.  All need to listen to what is being said. 
This allows others to hear.  When a member comments to the person next to her, she cannot be listening 
to the person current speaking. It disrupts the ability for the others to clearly hear what is going on.   
 

Irene Mensing  
Bylaws Chairman 

Memorials Received 
November 1, 2017 - January 31, 2018 

Envelopes for the MN South District Memorials are available from Financial Secretary, Joann Rosenfeld. 
Please contact her at 507-317-1009 or email: financialsec@mnslwml.org if you need some. 

Memorials and bequests can be sent to Joann Rosenfeld at 44356 220th Street, Arlington, MN 55307 

2018 LWML Prayer Service 

Living as God's People 
 The Prayer Service, written by 2013–2017 LWML Pastoral Counselor Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, is 
based on 1 Peter 2:9–12. 
 Many factors come to mind when we think of who we are — our identity. In his first letter, Peter 
continually reminds his readers of their identity. Rather than focus on inane worldly details, he zeroes in on 
what’s most important: our standing in the eyes of God or our place in His kingdom. 
 Peter reminds his readers of who they were prior to being made part of God’s family, contrasting 
that non-status with the present reality of what God had made them. This was especially important for Pe-
ter’s readers as they compared themselves to the unbelievers around them, and as they fought to retain 
hope in what may have seemed like hopeless times. 
 The 2018 Prayer Service is now available below as a free download; follow this link: 

www.lwml.org/prayer-service. 

PARLIAMENTARY PAUSE 
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Eugene Schmidt 
Paul Hinsinger 

Phyllis Henderson 
Douglas Kelve 

Kim Rowley 
Kathy Hasse 

Mahen Bourbour 
Pam Leonard 

Verna Linder 
Fred Riehm 

Robert Radunz (2) 
Caroline (Carrie) Fenske 

Kelly Hanley 
Earl Fitzloff 

Julann Gripentrog 
Lucille Haims 

Lois Schotten 
Russel Van Voarst 

Elda Trisco 
Meta Fick (2) 

Evelyn Stueven 
Wendell Stender 

Rev. Rodel Eberle 
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Gifts from the Heart 
 The Human Care Committee is excited to share the “Gifts from the Heart’ that were chosen for the 2018 MN 
South District Convention. 
 We have chosen three pregnancy and family services agencies within the Whitewater Conference, hosts for the 
convention. They are: 

Grace Place – Winona (Winona zone),   New Life Family – Rochester (Rochester zone)  
1st Choice – Redwing  (Lake Pepin zone) 

We will be collecting ‘Baby Kits’ as well as separate items for them. 

Baby Kits 
New: 

¶  Baby Wipes*, flat packet       

¶  Baby Shampoo* 

¶  Baby Wash* 

¶  Baby Lotion* 

¶  Baby Comb or brush   

¶  Onesies: NB – 24mos. (2 or a package) 

¶  Receiving blanket 
*Unscented is preferred 
All items should be placed in a 2 gallon food storage bag. 

 ~ Please label with the Onesie size ~ 

Baby Supplies Separate from Kits: 

¶  Box/Pkg. of diapers: NB – sz 5/6,   

¶  Pullups, Swimmers 

¶  Formula 

¶  Pack-n-Play sheets (new) 

¶  Baby clothing: NB to sz 3T (new) 

¶  Christian storybooks 

¶  Christian Lullaby CD’s 

¶  Christian tracts, devotions, etc. for new moms. 

 We have also chosen Global Health Ministries as a “Gifts from the Heart” recipient.  
We will be collecting ‘Hospice Kits’ to be distributed world-wide. 

Hospice Kits 
New or very gently used: 

¶ 1 – bath towel, not to exceed 48” long 

¶ 1 – wash cloth 
 
Please follow these directions carefully 

1. Lay items on the towel and fold towel to enclose every-
thing. 

2. Place the wrapped items in a 2 gallon or larger 
‘Ziploc’ plastic bag. 

3. Include note: ‘Hospice Kit’ so that it is visible through 
the bag. Squeeze the air out of the bag before sealing. 

New items: 

¶ 1 – bath-size bar of soap, wrapped & unscented, i.e.  

¶ Dove Unscented for Sensitive Skin 

¶ 1 – toothbrush, in original individual packaging 

¶ 1 – pick-style comb 

¶ 6 – Band-Aids, banded together 

¶ 1 – jar or tube of petroleum jelly, 4oz. or larger, lid 
taped 

¶ 1 – pair heavy-duty kitchen-type gloves, size medium 

¶ Christian tract, Mustard Seed, etc. 

  
                

   
          Drop-off Hours:  Final tally needed by 10:00 a.m. Saturday 

   Thursday  5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
   Friday  7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
   Saturday  7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 

 

                                          IMPORTANT    
 
PLEASE:      
§ follow all GFH directions  
§ bring only completed kits 
§ include a Content & Quantity List with your donations  
§ consider volunteering to help; many hands make light work! 

 

Pamela Hunter 
VP of Human Care 

Convention – Gifts from the Heart Collection 



 

 

LWML MN South District 27th Biennial Convention                                June 29-30, 2018 

◊ ◊ ◊ READ THIS FIRST! ◊ ◊ ◊ 

Registration is by mail or online at www.mnslwml.org/register.   
DELEGATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MAY 1, 2018. 

¶ Registration opens March 1, 2018 and must be postmarked by May 15, 2018 for paper registration. Online 

registration ends at 11:59 P.M. May 15, 2018. 

¶ Registrations received prior to March 1 will not be processed until that date.  Late registration fee is $15.00. 

 

¶ Registration Confirmation will be by return mail, unless email confirmation is specifically requested and an 

email address is included on the registration form.  Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for regis-

tration confirmation by mail.  Online registrants will receive confirmation via email. 

 

¶ Pastors attending Friday only may register by mail or as walk-ins.  Fee is $50.00 (includes lunch). 

 Pastors attending full time may register by mail using the registration form or online. 

 

¶ Choose each individual meal.  If you do not choose each meal you want, it will not be on your name badge and 

you will need to purchase your meals elsewhere.  Remember, time is short and you do not want to miss any ses-

sion. 

 

¶ Please completely fill out the Health Information Form at the bottom of page 2 of the registration.   

 A copy of the form will be inserted in the back of your name tag for emergency use.  Be assured that no one but 
the registration committee and you will have access to the information you provide. 

  
              IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO REMEMBER: 
       ◊   DELEGATES must attend ALL convention-voting sessions on Friday and Saturday. 

           ◊   NO REFUNDS will be issued unless notified by email or letter, postmarked by June 28, 2018, ex-

plaining the extenuating circumstances preventing you from attending.  A $15.00 processing fee will 

be retained.  

 
CONVENTION REGISTRATION BY MAIL: 

A.  Make a copy of both sides of your registration form (for your records) before mailing.  

B.  Send registration form, check or money order (payable to LWML Minnesota South District), and a 

self-addressed stamped envelope (make sure to include all three items) to: 

  Raeanna Tveten 

  22733 Betty Jane Dr. 

  Winona, MN 55987 

C.  Questions or concerns may be directed to: 

Michelle Prigge, 507-450-9204, mdprigge@gmail.com,  OR 

Raeanna Tveten, 507-259-7860, rae.tveten@hotmail.com 
 

CONVENTION SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:  
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Thursday, June 28 Convention Registration 

Mission Pledge Walk 

Servant Event 
First-Timers Event 

5:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. 
6:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. 
7:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 

Friday, June 29 Convention Registration 

Convention Sessions 

Choir Rehearsal 
Worship Service with Communion 

6:30 A.M. – 7:00 P.M. 
8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
4:15 P.M. – 5:30 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 

Saturday, June 30 Convention Registration 

Convention Sessions 

6:30 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. 
8:30 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
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Basket Silent Auction for Mites 
 

Because we are always looking for ways to collect more money for mites, the 
Gospel Outreach Committee has decided to try something new at the 2018 
LWML district convention.  We’re having a silent auction!.  This will replace 
the Rocking for Mites activity.   
 
The variety of baskets will be endless, there will be something for everyone.  
Start saving your money now, because you’re not going to want to miss bid-
ding on these.  

LWML MN South District 27th Biennial Convention                                                                         June 29 – 30, 2018 
 

LODGING & PARKING INFORMATION 
ALL LODGING RESERVATIONS ARE TO BE MADE DIRECTLY WITH THE HOTEL OF YOUR 
CHOICE. 

 

Special convention rates are available from two hotels*.  The Verizon Wireless Center is the location of the   
Convention.  The two hotels are within a short walking distance of the Verizon Wireless Center. Both hotels pro-
vide free parking for guests in their parking ramps and both hotels have swimming pools, elevators and restau-
rants on site.  The Mankato City Center Hotel offers a complimentary City-Side continental breakfast.  The Hil-
ton Garden Inn does not have a complimentary breakfast but serves a reasonably priced breakfast in their restau-
rant. 

●DEADLINE FOR THE SPECIAL CONVENTION RATES IS MAY 28, 2018.  BE SURE TO MENTION 

THE   LWML MINNESOTA SOUTH DISTRICT CONVENTION WHEN RESERVING A ROOM. 

●Parking:  Both the hotels have free parking to registered guests.  There is no overnight parking in city 

ramps; you must park in the hotel-parking ramp. General Parking:  Parking is available in downtown parking 

ramps on Hickory Street and Walnut Street.  Handicapped parking is available in designated areas.  Cost:  $3.00 

per day.  

 

*HILTON GARDEN INN *MANKATO CITY CENTER HOTEL 

20 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA 101 EAST MAIN STREET 

MANKATO, MN 56001 MANKATO, MN 56001 

PHONE: (507) 344-1111 PHONE: (507) 345-1234 or 

                 (877) 345-5577 

www.HiltonGardenInn.Hilton.com www.mankatomnhotel.com 

 

Special Convention Rate: Special Convention Rate: 

$124.00 + tax per night for a standard room $109.00 + tax per night for a standard room 

(Standard room has two queen beds) (Standard room has two queen beds) 

 

Hotel Parking Ramp Access: Hotel Parking Ramp Access: 

 Complimentary parking to hotel  Complimentary parking to hotel 

 guests, and is connected by skyway  guests, and is connected by skyway 
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For Young Women Representative Only         
___ I am sponsored by my Zone                         
___ I am sponsored by my Society  
___ I am not sponsored by Zone or Society,  
       but would like to participate in activities 

 

 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
Guest or Delegate Form                                            LWML MN South District 27th Biennial Convention 

                                                           June 29-30, 2018 
                                      VERIZON CENTER BALLROOM  

One Civic Center Plaza, Mankato 

        * * * Please complete both pages of this registration form * * * 

 

I am attending the convention as (check all that apply): 

_____ Guest      _____ First time attending       
_____ Pastor      _____ Candidate            
_____ District Board Member   _____ Zone Counselor       
_____ Past District President    _____ Past YWR  
_____ Young Woman Representative (YWR) 
______ Delegate (you must indicate alternate’s name and  

address below) (Delegate registration deadline is May 1) 

______________________________    ________________________________________________ 

           Alternate’s first and last name      Alternate’s address 

Please Print: 
   Name:  ____________________________________      Conference: _________________________________  

   Address:  __________________________________      Zone:  ______________________________________ 

   City:  _____________________________________      Church Name:  _______________________________ 

   State:  ________ Zip Code:  ___________________      Church City:  ________________________________ 

   Phone: (_______) ___________________________       Society Name:  ______________________________ 

   Email:  ____________________________________      Age:  _____ 35 and under _____ 36-65 _____ over 65 

Registration Options and Fees 

Convention Registration (postmarked on or before May 15, 2018) $105.00 __________ 
           Note: cost of meals is not included in registration price 
 
Individual Meals: 
 Boxed Lunch _____   Friday (select luncheon on page 2) $15.00 __________ 
 Buffet Dinner _____   Friday $34.00 __________  
 Plated Lunch _____   Saturday $16.00 __________  
 
Mission Pledge Walk Thursday evening $10.00 __________ 
 Note: Additional information on page 2 
Late Registration Fee (postmarked after May 15, 2018) $15.00 __________ 

Pastor Registration – Friday only (includes Pastor’s luncheon)   $50.00 __________ 

Check or money order payable to LWML Minnesota South District  Total   $__________ 

PERMISSION RELEASE:  I hereby consent to participation in interviews, use of quotes, and photographs, movies 
or video tapes taken of myself at the convention.  I also grant to the LWML MN SOUTH DISTRICT the right to edit, 
use, and reuse of said products for non-profit purposes including use in print, the internet, and all other forms of me-
dia.  I also hereby release the LWML MN SOUTH DISTRICT and its agents from all claims, demands, and liabilities 
in connection with the above. 
 
 Date: ______________ Signature of Convention attendee:  ____________________________________  
 
 Address:  __________________________________________________________  
 

Page 1 



 

 

IF YOU HAVE SPECIAL NEEDS, PLEASE NOTE THEM BELOW. 
_____ I am hearing impaired and will require the services of an interpreter. 
_____ I will require sight-saver printed material. 

_____ I have other special medical and/or dietary needs.  Please specify ___________________________ 
NOTE: Please bring assistive equipment such as a walker, cane, and/or wheelchair if you have difficulty walking.  
Some walking is required from hotel to convention center and within the facility. 
 
CHOIR 
_____ I wish to sing in the Convention Choir, rehearsal on Friday, 4:15 P.M. – 5:30 P.M. 
NOTE: Music will not be sent out prior to convention. 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHEONS: SELECT ONE if you are attending a Friday Luncheon. 
_____ I wish to attend the Christian Life Luncheon (general audience). 

_____ I wish to attend the Pastors Luncheon (pastors only). 

_____ I wish to attend the “Shaped to Serve” Luncheon hosted by the Zone Presidents (general audience). 

_____ I wish to attend the Young Women Representatives Luncheon (current and past YWRs). 
  
MISSION PLEDGE WALK 

Self-guided walk on Thursday evening from 6:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. 
Walkers will receive an umbrella and a bag of goodies at the time of registration. 
Wear a purple shirt or a past convention mission walk t-shirt. 
T-shirts will not be offered at this year’s convention. 
Maps will be provided. 

 
CHRISTIAN LIFE BIBLE STUDIES 
The Christian Life theme is “Grace-Full Living.”  Scripture verse is from John 1:16, “From His fullness we have all 
received grace upon grace.” There will be two different Bible studies offered at the same time on both Friday and 
Saturday morning, giving convention participants an opportunity to attend both.  Both Bible study times are 7:15 
A.M. – 8:00 A.M. The third Bible study will be on Saturday afternoon as part of the convention.  Please indicate 
your attendance below. 
 
_____ I plan to attend the Friday morning Bible study. 

_____ I plan to attend the Saturday morning Bible study. 
 
 

Page 2 

Health Information Form  
  

Name____________________________________________ Home phone (_______)____________ 
Date of Birth__________  
Allergies, health risks, medication information which should be known prior to treatment:  
  
 

Persons to contact in the event of an emergency:  Name, phone number(s), and relationship.  

  
  

 

Health plan______________________ Policy # ___________________Medicare _______________  

Complete the Health Information Form below.  It will be inserted in your name badge  

for medical emergencies. 
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LWML MN SOUTH DISTRICT 2018 CONVENTION ~ MISSION GRANT BALLOT 
(Grants to be voted on at the 2018 Convention) 

 

 1) Trinity HOPE - $5,000 
Haiti Lutheran Churches are spreading the Gospel to the hungry children who attend their schools. They provide a 
noon meal which help make the children healthier, increase their energy and enable them to be more receptive to the 
Word of God. This grant will provide a noon meal for 110 hungry souls for an entire year. The grant will be assigned 
to one specific school. 
 
2) Lutheran High School Education Tuition Assistance - $54,000 
Northrop Martin Lutheran High School, Winona Hope Lutheran High School, Mayer Lutheran High School and Rose-
ville Concordia Lutheran High School provides tuition assistance for needy families who prefer their children to attend 
a Lutheran High School and receive the education centered around Christ. Lutheran Schools provide training to the 
next generation for Christian leadership. The students learn through God’s Word to grow in their faith and share that 
faith with others long after graduation. The funds of this grant will be disbursed between the four schools. Each school 
will receive $13,500.  
 
3) Reaching Visually Impaired Inmates with God’s Love (LBW) - $6,000 
Lutheran Braille Workers receive request weekly from visually impaired inmates to receive the Bible. Due to the cur-
rent spiral binding and the large size, Bibles are not permitted into correctional facilities. LBW is committed to 
strengthen their connection with the visually impaired people who are incarcerated by offering the English Standard 
Version Bible in the 14 point APhont with a tape binding. This grant will help LBW to purchase equipment for a new 
large print Work Center to produce this English Standard Version Bible and offering it to the visually impaired in-
mates throughout the United States.  
 
4) Seminary Education for New Pastors in South Sudan (LHF) - $7,500 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation financially supports the Lutheran seminary in Yambio, South Sudan to train faithful 
men to be Pastors. Lutheran churches in South Sudan are rapidly growing and more pastors are desperately needed. 
LHF remains committed to providing the Lutheran education and materials these men need to become good pastors 
and skilled translators of tomorrow LHF’s Sudanese projects.  Due to extreme poverty levels, this grant would help 
cover room and board for one course for 30 Sudanese seminarians.  
 
5) Camp Omega – Rooted*Celebrating*Growing - $25,000 
Camp Omega’s vision and plan to build a new Adult/Family Retreat Center will provide guest with 25 modern rooms 
and meeting areas and to accommodate small breakout groups and large groups of 100 – 125 people. The new facility 
will be integrated into the current camp setting and provide retreat opportunities for all age groups. It will expand and 
enhance Camp Omega’s ability to serve the churches and organizations of the MN South District and be in a 
stronger position to reach outside groups all for the sake of the mission Jesus Christ.    
 
6) Voice of Care - $5,000 
Voice of Care has a unique and successful model for equipping the Church to nurture people with disabilities and their 
caregivers in their walk with Christ. This grant will enable Voice of Care to launch in the Minnesota South District 
two initial district-wide workshops to equip and prepare volunteers who value outreach to people with developmental 
disabilities. The workshops would  consist of addressing five models of disability awareness, education and training 
and preparing volunteers as short-term respite companions.  
 
7) The Lydia Project - $10,000 
Center for United States Missions (C4USM) is a partnership between The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
World Mission, Concordia University Irvine, the North American Mission Executives of the LCMS, and People of the 
Book Lutheran Outreach (POBLO) International. C4USM provide research and training for mission work among une-
vangelized people in the United States. C4USM is Christ-centered, mission-driven, multiplication-focused, and service
-oriented. The Lydia Project seeks to engage women in pioneering new mission work primarily in the Minnesota South 
District. This grant will provide funds for identifying, assessing and equipping at least five women to use their God-
given gifts to make an eternal difference in the lives of unchurched people. They will be trained in the principles and 
best practices of church  multiplication so that they can assist local pastors who wish to start new mission work. 
They will develop relationships in the community, gathering and discipling people of all ages who may not  otherwise 
be connected to a local church. These qualified women will be supervised by pastors of local congregations who pro-

vide Word and Sacrament ministry, and whose congregations desire to start new mission work in their communityΦ  
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8) LCMS Missionary Support - $10,000 
Mission Central supports missionaries around the world and provides connections with churches and organization in 
the Midwest area. Missionaries who are called and sent by the LCMS must find their own funding. This grant will be 
used for flights to and from the mission location where they serve, transportation in the country where they are minis-
tering, insurance coverage, housing expenses, utilities, office material and equipment, education for children, salary for 
family and orientation and training cost in the field.  
 
9) Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion - $7,500 
Lutherans for Life (LFL) equips Lutherans to be a Gospel-motivated Voice for Life. LFL operates “Word of Hope” a 
nationwide professionally staffed crisis hot line that addresses Christ-center care for post-abortion issues.  The hot line 
is currently staffed 10 hours a week. LFL would like to extend “Word of Hope” staffing hours to be able to reach more 
suffering souls and with an eventual goal of employing the director full time. With this grant LFL will launch promo-
tion material and  reach out directly to many more in need of scriptural post-abortions counseling in Minnesota South 
District  Lutheran churches. Thousands more Lutherans (and non-Lutherans) can be served in Christ by Word of 
Hope” if they are made aware of the hotline’s existence and guide them into an eternal relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 
10) Minnesota South District Aid Scholarships - $35,000 
Scholarships are offered by Minnesota South District who are studying at one of the Concordia Universities of semi-
naries to become professional church workers, as well as rostered workers furthering their education. Concordia Uni-
versity System tuition continues to rise which much of it falls on students and their families to pay. This grant would 
make it possible to continue to provide financial aid to the current and future mission workers who are confronted with 
the rapidly rising costs and indebtedness.  
 
11) Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students Support - $6,500 
Concordia Seminary St. Louis Missouri Graduate School continues to accept and form highly qualified foreign students 
who, when they earn their advanced-level theological degrees and return to their home countries, will assume important 
roles in the carrying out the Great Commission. Neither the international students or their home countries’ church bod-
ies have nearly enough resources to fund the cost of the students’ advanced theological education that their churches 
need them to have. This grant will help these global students to become seminary professors abroad and play important 
roles in raising up the next generation of pastors who will spread the Gospel message throughout foreign lands. 
  
12)       “Wonderfully Made”  - $3,000 

Bethesda Auxiliary has created and produced three “Wonderfully Made” resource pamphlets for  sharing  the Love of 
God and preserving Life to assist the Minnesota South District LCMS  congregations to outreach to people who have 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), and to parents who have or may have a child with disabilities. These 
pamphlets will help develop relationships and share the love of Jesus in word and deed with God’s special children. 
This grant will cover the cost of printing 2000 of each of the three pamphlets which will be available from Concordia 
Publishing House.  
 
13)        The Dwelling Place Domestic Violence Program - $15,000 
The Dwelling Place is a Christian ministry providing healing and hope to victims of domestic abuse through supportive 
services and a safe place to call home. The Dwelling Place exists to break the generational cycle of abuse by equipping 
and empowering women and children through the love of Jesus Christ so they can experience lasting freedom. They 
also provide transitional housing, education, food, clothing, trauma-informed supportive services, programming and 
mentoring for women and children. The need of their service for helping domestic women and children continues to 
grow. Through other generosity support another duplex has been purchased to help an additional 14 women and chil-
dren in 2018. This grant will continue to support “The Dwelling House” operating funding to provide transitional hous-
ing, trauma-informed supportive service, Christian education and programing focus on encouraging and equipping 
women and children to live Christ-centered lives.  
 
14)       Sharing the Love of Christ in Lima –$5,000 
Nichelle Dykema a former LWML graphic team member has accepted a 2 year special appointment as Missionary Vol-
unteer Coordinator/Communication Specialist with the LCMS Office of International Mission. She will coordinate and 
support long-term and short term missionaries and mission teams coming to serve in Lima, Peru. She will also cover 
events and mission news in Peru to maintain ongoing communication between missionaries, supporters and the com-
munity. This grant will partially fund her $140,000 expense for her two year service in Lima, Peru.  
 
15)     New Beginnings for Children with Learning Needs (LSEM) - $10,000 
Lutheran Special Education Ministries believe all children should have the opportunity to receive a Christian education, 
regardless of their learning abilities or backgrounds. Their mission as a  
Christian ministry is to serve schools, churches, and families in order to advance the success of children who have 
learning needs. Partnership between LSEM and Lutheran Schools allows children to be supported academically, while 
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also being shown the love of Jesus Christ. With this grant LSEM is excited to grow their program and partner with other new 
Lutheran Schools in the Minnesota South District.  
 
16)     Two MN South Congregations Connecting Ethnic Neighbors (POBLO) - $10,000 
A number of Minnesota South District congregations recognize the opportunity to connect their ethnic neighbors to their 
congregations and to Christ. POBLO has an International Friendship Center model of outreach that has been successful to 
many LCMS congregations. Two MN South District LCMS churches, Hosanna Mankato and Trinity Faribault have the will-
ingness to start an International Friendship Center ministry in their area. POBLO International Ministries is ready to  help 
these two congregations. This grant will provide funding to make the necessary, planning, training, and on-site guidance 
needed to start the two International Friendship Centers.  
 
17)     International Lutheran Electronic Reader (CLEF) - $5,000 
Confessional Lutheran Education Foundation (CLEF) provides our fellow Lutheran seminarians  and pastors around the 
world with everything they need to study theology. None of the students and none of the faculties in other countries can af-
ford to purchase $20,000 of books for their seminary education and pastoral libraries. CLEF has the program International 
Lutheran Electronic Reader Project (ILERP) which provides Kindle e-readers to the seminary students and faculty  around 
the world who are in fellowship with the LCMS. CLEF is wanting to provide the  Kindle  Paper White, which can hold 2,000 
full sized books and course materials to seminaries and pastors for free. This grant would help provide funding for the Ama-
zon Kindle Paper White to be placed into the hands of seminary students, professors or pastors around the world and also to 
send a qualified theological professor to teach an introductory 2 week course using the Kindles. 
  
18)     Expanding the Dominican Republic Disability Ministry - $6,000 
Hogares Lutheranos el Buen Pastor (HLBP), (Good Shepherd Lutheran Homes) is an organized and registered care home for 
children with intellectual and development disabilities (IDD). HLBP has put forth an alternative model for care of people 
with IDD and has shown that with God’s love, services, and community inclusion, that persons with IDD can reach their 
potential and be active and contributing members of the community. The relationship with HLBP and the Dominican govern-
ment continues to grow but the government is requesting HLBP training to their staff in the psychiatric hospital. This is a big 
step in the government acknowledging the beliefs of HLBP, that every person is of worth and value, a Child of God. Funds 
will go towards rehabilitative assistance to people with IDD in communities and two government institutions as well as shar-
ing Jesus’ love with the children in the CONANI governmental institutions.  
 
19)     Provide Deaf–Friendly Content for Youth Ministry - $5,000 
Higher Things began in 2000 holding 38 Youth Conferences through the years. Higher Things like to see youth have a solid 
teaching and experience a Lutheran identity among both youth and young adults and will nurture a lasting Christian faith. 
They provide deaf-friendly content for youth ministry bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to those who have hearing 
disability. This year they are teaming up with LCMS Task Force on Disabilities this year. “Sanctified” Higher Things youth 
conference that will be held this year will be at Carleton College in Northfield, MN. will provide interpreters for the deaf. 
This grant will provide Higher Things to expand contents to reach youths with hearing disabilities, allowing them to view 
closed captioning and potentially and an interpreter that will become part of the regular content. By adding this resource the 

Gospel reach those who cannot hear the Good News of JesusȢ  
 
20)     Camp Courage – A Place of Hope and Healing - $4,000 
LCMS Camp Courage provides as a free gift to congregations whose communities have been affected by tragedy. Camp 
Courage provides a week of fun, engaging opportunities designed for children who have been directly or indirectly affected 
by the tragedy. It is a vacation Bible school type camp that provide leader guides, supplementary books and CDs from CPH 
for children, as well as children resources such as flashlights, whistles, Camp Courage journals, Luther’s Small Catechism, 
bookmarks, and pencils and a small grant to cover miscellaneous cost. Camp Courage places hope in these children with the 
enduring faithfulness of Christ – strengthening their courage and reminding them what it means to be baptized into God’s 
family. This grant will help fund LCMS’ expense budget for this program.  
 
21)     Every One His Witness Special Focus Modules - $4,000  
The Office of National Mission initiated Every One His Witness, a theologically sound evangelism program designed to 
equip Lutherans for being more active and effective witnesses of Jesus Christ in their everyday lives. The Core Module pro-
vides participants with a strong foundation for witnessing. Funding of this grant will help develop several special Context 
Modules. Special focus modules equips participants to focus on a particular witnessing context such as un-churched, de-
churched, family life events, disaster response or where ever needed to be a witness of Jesus Christ. 
 
Mission Grants Requested Amount: $238,500 
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SPRING RALLIES 
For updates and more information, please see the website at www.mnslwml.org under the Events tab. 

CONFER-
ENCE 

ZONE 
SPRING 
RALLY 
DATE 

LOCATION/SPEAKER 

CAPITAL NE Suburban 
April 14 
9 a.m. 

St. Johns, 9231 Viking Blvd NW, Elk River, MN 55330 
It is a hands on service project making hygiene kits for girls in 
Africa.  . 

  St. Paul Metro 
April 14 
9:30 - 11:30 

St. Stephanus Lutheran Church 739 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul  
Speaker: TBD, 

CROW  
RIVER 

Arlington 
April 11 
6:30 p.m. 

St. John Lutheran, 38597 State Hwy 19, Arlington MN 55307 
Speaker: representative from Dakota Boys/Girls Ranch 

  Litchfield   No Spring Rally will be held 

  Mankato 
April 14 
8:30 a.m.  

Good Shepherd Lutheran, 2101 LorRay Drive, N. Mankato, 
Speaker: representative for K-9 Comfort Dogs 

  McLeod 
April 21 
9:00 a.m. 

First Evangelical, 925 E 13th Street Glencoe 55336 
POBLO speaker Nader Alaraj “The Muslims Among Us – 
Reaching Out with Christ’s Love” 

LYNDALE St. Croix River 
April 14 
8:30 a.m.  

St. John Lutheran Church 

1975 St. John’s Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129 
Speaker: Pastor Ben Griffin, LINC Twin Cities 

  SE Suburban 
April 14 
8:30 a.m. 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
14980 Diamond Path, Rosemount 55068 
Speaker: Rev Fred Hinz, speaking on Religious Liberty 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Minneapolis 
Metro 

    

  NW Suburban 
April 7 
8:30 a.m.  

Eternal Hope Lutheran Church 
10508 Douglas Dr N, Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 
Speaker: former missionary to Africa, Coral Rose 

  SW Suburban 
April 21 
9:30 a.m. 

Holy Cross Lutheran – 14085 Pike Lake Trail, Prior Lake 55372 
Speaker: Rev Dr. Wm Utech, Assistant to the President for Mis-
sions 

MINNETONKA 
Lake  
Minnetonka 

April 21 
TBD 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
5218 Bartlett Blvd, Mound, MN 55364 (ph#952-472-2756) 
Speaker: Randy Ash (or representative) from Camp Omega 

  
North  
Carver Co 

  With South Carver 

  
South  
Carver Co 

April 17 
6:30 p.m.  

St. John’s Lutheran, 300 E 4th St, Chaska, MN 55318 
Speaker: Dr. Rev. William Utech  
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Sounding NO Trumpet… Yet! (Mite Moment) 

Molly Loder, Gospel Outreach Committee Member 
 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you.” Matt. 6:2-4 
 

It is hard to see our mite dollar amounts coming up short as we approach the end of this biennium. We have pledged our 
support to the many worthy mission grants here and around the globe. We want to fulfill the commitments we’ve made. 
And of course, we want these grants to be fully funded so that the harvest of souls for the sake of Christ may continue.  
 

But that’s just it. It’s HIS harvest. It’s HIS vineyard. The workers, the mites, the hearts, the minds… ALL belong to the 
Lord. In fact, the only blessings we “count” are ones we’ve received from His gracious hand.  Let us sound no trumpet of 
alarm, but trust in His gracious goodness to move our hearts to give. Sound no trumpet as you fill your mite box, but re-
joice daily in the blessings of life and salvation. Sound no trumpet as you read His word, but gratefully thank and praise 
Him for his faithfulness. And sound no trumpet as you continue to lift these mission grants to Him in prayer, but quietly “go 
into your room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret” will see to it 
that His harvest is completed. When it is, the trumpet shall sound! And what a day that will be!! 

CONFER-
ENCE 

ZONE 
SPRING 
RALLY 
DATE 

LOCATION/SPEAKER 

OWATONNA Austin     

  Faribault 
April 7 
8:30 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 803 Winona Street, Northfield 55057 
Speaker:  Misty Zacharias, LMFT, Strong Foundations Counseling 

  Waseca 
April 14 
9:00 a.m.  

Lembke Building, 103 Main St. N. Minnesota Lake 56068 
Speaker – Pastor John Reinke, World Deaf Outreach Training 

SOUTHWEST Blue Earth 
April 17 
5:00 p.m. Supper 
6:00 p.m. Event 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1200 N. North, Fairmont, MN 56031 
Speaker is Rev. Lucas Woodford, Mayer, MN 
Topic is Family Issues 

  Pipestone 
April 14 
9 a.m. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,1600 E College Dr Marshall MN 
Speaker: Rev. Nabil Noer of Sioux Falls SD.                            56258 

  Sherburn 
May 5 
9:00 a.m.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1668 40th St., Rural Ceylon, MN 56121 
(Wilbert). 
Speaker: Pastor Jake Gillard, Executive Director of CALMS (Central 
American Lutheran Mission Society) & family 

  Worthington 
April 14 
8:30 a.m. 

Trinity Sioux Valley, 38523 730th St., Lakefield, MN 56150 
Speakers:  Annette Eckert from Cherish House, and Kim Johnson 
from Glimmer of Hope, Spirit Lake IA. 

WHITEWATER Lake Pepin 
April 7 
8:30 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran, 305 1st Street NW, Elgin 55932 
Speaker – Rev Chad Kirckhoff, ReDo Fitness & Shepherd of the Val-
ley, Hastings 

  Rochester 
April 21 
8:30 a.m.  

Redeemer Lutheran Church, 869 7th Ave. S.E., Rochester, 
Speaker:  Nina Hesby, VBS in Koyukuk, Alaska, for Lutheran Indian 
Ministries 

  Winona 
April 7 
9:00 a.m.  

St. John’s Lutheran, (Hart) 31497 State Hwy 43, Rushford  55971 
Speaker is Rev. Richard Resch, retired cantor from St. Paul. 
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PIPESTONE:  LAURIE GIFF ................ 507-825-5539 

 .............................. prespipestonez@mnslwml.org 

SHERBURN:  CAROL HENNING .......... 507-847-3463 

 ............................... pressherburnz@mnslwml.org 

WORTHINGTON:  CAROLINE WITT ...... 507-678-2717 

 ........................... presworthingtonz@mnslwml.org 
     

WHITEWATER CONFERENCE 

LAKE PEPIN:  NANCY KOHRS ............ 651-345-4319 

 .............................. preslakepepinz@mnslwml.org 

ROCHESTER:  DOROTHY ZEMKE ........ 507-356-8647 

 ...............................presrochesterz@mnslwml.org 

WINONA:  KATHY KOHNER ............... 507-454-6456 

 .................................. preswinonaz@mnslwml.org 

tel:5079645879

